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NUNC PRO TUNC JULY 5, 2002 NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
— S TERSEVS ACEOARD  OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
STATE OF nzw JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE ACUPUNCTURE EXAMINING BCARL

In the Matter of:
CONSENT ORDER
JOHN MANZELLA

This matter was opened befocxe the New Jersey State
Acupuncture Examining Board (the “Bozrd”) upon the Board's receipt
of an application for certificaticr to practice acupuncture from
respondent John Manzella. Respondaent truthfully disclosed on his
application tha%z, in May 1996, ne had pled guilty to and was
thereby convicted of the third degree crime of having conspired to
distribute a controlled dangercus substance {cocaine) with the

intent to distribute same in viola-icn of N.J.S.A. 2C:
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N.J.8.8. 2C:35=5b{(3).

Respondent appeared befcre the Board represented by Paul
Faugno, Esg., on July 18, 2001, and =hen testified under oath
concerning the events which cccurred leading to his arrest and
conviction. PRespordent admitted ir *nis Testimony before the Board
that, prior to his arrest, he had used illegal drucs, te include
marijuana anc cocaine. Respondent testified (and available
documentation corrsborates) that ns wss sentenced ro three years
probation (conditions of which included participation in a

substance abuse counseling prbgrg’::,— perfecrmance of 150 hours of
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community service, and payment of certaln monetary assessments).
Respondent received out-patient counssling, four times weekly, at
Fair Oaks Rehabilitation Clinic in Summit, New Jersey, during the

first six mcnths of probation, and was subjected tc random uxine

screening throughout the three y
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having been negative); he ultimately successfully completed and was
discharged from probation. Respondent further testified that he
has not used illegal drugs since the date of his arrest.
Documentation available to the Becard corroborates respondent’s
testimony concerning his sentencing and nis ultimate discharge from
probation.

Supseguent to appearing before the Board, respondent
enrolled In the Physicians® Health Zrogram of the Medical Sociezy
of New Jersey (the “pHp”}. Within =z r=port dated April 24, 2002,
the PHP repocrted that it is presently monitoring Mr, Manzella, who
is five ang one-half years in ongoing recovery, and the PHP further
reported that Mr. Manzella has been =subjected to random, weekly
urine monitering of specimens ccllected by a representative cf the
PHP, with all results negative. The ZEP “urther represented that
It would continue to menitor Mr. Manzella’s recovery, and that it
would provide guarterly reports te the Board on Mr. Manzelia’s
status and immed.ate notification to the Ecaxrd INn the event of non-

ccmpliance Or resiapse.
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The Beard has determined that respondent Manzella may
presently be licensed to pract:ic zcupuncture 1in Mew Jersey,
notwithstanding his pricr conviction, however concludes thacs
respondent is to bz presently reprimanced fer his prior conviction.
The Board thus finds that Mr. Manzells meets all reguirsmests for
certification as an acupuncturis:t, to include graduation from ar
approved acupuncture school, passage cf required examinations
offered by <the NCCROM and pzassage of the Board’s examination.
While the Board conczludes that resporndent’s conviction wes of an
cffense invelvirg moral turpitude anc relacing adversely to the
profession of acupuncture, and would thus constitute cause for the
Beard to deny respondent’s application for certification to
practice acupuncture, the Board is satisfied that a sufficient
showing has besen made by respondent ts support a conclusion that
respondent has undergone rehabilitation since the time of his
arrest, and that the arrest and conviction were isolated events
which occurred six years ago.

The Board is further mindful that respondent is presently

participating with the PHP, and finds +that such articipation
assuages concerns that might ctherwise exist based on respondent’s
prior conduct: The Board will presently require responden: to

continue to participate with the PHF, and to authorize the PHP to
provide the Board with quarterly rerorts regarding respondent’s

participaticn in the program and immediate reports in the even
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that respcndent i1s non-compliant ir any way wirh the PHP or in <the
event the PHP obtains any evidence, tc include any positive urine
screens, zhat respondent has rzalapsecd and used illegal druags.

The Board being satisfieg¢ that the pubiic irterest is
adequately protecta¢ by the entry of the within Order, an3 that
good cause exists for entry Of the witnin Order,

IT IS on this 30th day of June, 2002

ORDERED and AGREED:

r

i Respondant John Manzella’s application for certification

m

to practice acupuncture in tho Stezz 0f New Jersey is hereby
granted by the Bocard.

2. Respondent John Manzella is hereby formally reprimanded
for having peen conviczed of the third degree crime of possession
of cocaine with :he intent to distribute same In May 1935.

3. Respor.cent is ordered to continue to participate with the
Physicians” Health Program Of the Medical 3ociety of New Jersey,
which program shali continus TO conduct random, unannounced urine
screening, at csucn Tfrequency as <ne PHP may determine tc bpe
appropriate. kespondent shall authcrize the PHP 1O provide

quarterly reports to the Board regarding hiIS participation iIn the

e}

PHP, and tc provide immediate reports to the Board in the event
that respundent falls te comply with anv part Of his monitoring

program with the PHF, or 1IN the svert that the PHF obtains any
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reliable evidence that respondent has used illegal drucs, <o
include any positive urine screen results.
4. In the event that the Roard rezceives any reportes that

respondent has been non-ccmpiiant wiin the PHP or that respendenz
has used illega! arugs, it 13 zgre=ad that such report shall
constitute cause, without more, for the entry of an Order
suspending respendent’s certification to practice acupuncturs in

the State OofF New Jersey.

NEW JERSEY STATE ACUPUNCTURE
EXZMINING BOARD

v/
By ¥

Robert f. Eggaban, E.5
Board President

I hereby acknow edge that I have
reviewed the within ord=r and agree tc
its terxms. Consent is nsrekzy given to
the Acupuncture Examining Board tTO
enter this QJrder.
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